76

watchmen.

Other duties
of village
watchmen.

being bound, however, to give immediate information/to
the police patel thereof, who sliall afford him all the as-
sistance in his power and be immediately responsible for
continuing the search or pursuit.

23. (a) Village watchmen sliall apprehend all per-
sons whom they may discover committing any offence,
for which a Police Officer may arrest without a warrant
and shall carry them before the patel of their village.
They shall likewise apprehend and carry before such patel
all persons charged with having committed such
offences, and shall require the complainant to accompany
them.

(b) Magistrates shall cause to be published to the
patels and the village watchmen a list of all offences for
which they are authorised to arrest without a warrant.
24. Village watchmen shall obey all orders which
they may receive from the police, patels, and shall be held
strictly responsible for bringing to their immediate notice
all matters which under these rules the police patels are
required to report to the Police Officer m charge of the
thannah.

Power of the
patel to tiy
petty cdbes

Power of Dis-
trict Magis-
trate to em-
power police
patel to try
certain oifeu-

VI. POWEKS OF THE PATEL IN THE TPJAL OF
PETTY OASES.

25.    The police patel shall have authority to try and,
on conviction, to punish with confinement in the village
chowdy for a period not exceeding 24 hours, any person
charged with committing within the limits of tho village
petty assault or abuse, provided the charge be laid within
8 days of the offence having been committed.

26.    It shall be lawful for the Government, by an
order in   writing,   to   authorize   the  Magistrate  of  a
District to issue a commission to any person exercising the
office of a police patel empowering such police patel to try
any persqn charged with any of the following offences com-
mitted within  the limits of the village in which ho -is
police patel, that is to say, mischief or petty  thefts not
committed by persons of notoriously bad character, when
the estimated value of the property stolen, or ot damages
sustained, does not exceed two rupees; resistance or refusal
to obey a lawful order issued by such police patel personally*

And it shall bo lawful for a police patel so empowered
to sentence any person convicted before him of any of
the above acts, to punishment by fine not exceeding